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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 

of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 

va ANIC! 
If you haven't got pont PA GF 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 

5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you’re getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 
Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 


4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail | 


Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 

price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
_ parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 

part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 

26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 

above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
_ enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
_ postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
_ If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 

type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
_ can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


_ Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
| Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 
_ 7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
| Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
| © Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
_ The Animals of Farthing Wood is 
© 1992 EBU. 
) Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
| Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Stout Fox is desperate to 
find a cure for his mate, 

but no-one will help him. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Celebrate Christmas with a 
Juicy fruit cake and ‘stained 
glass’ biscuits for the tree. 


ALL ABOUT...Arctic foxes 
These small foxes grow a 
thick, snowy white coat as 
protection over the winter. SECRET WORLD OF .., 

The Ice Age 

We travel back nearly two 
million years, to see what 
animals were around then, 
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to keep your children clean. 
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Mrs Rabbit's burrow. 
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While escaping from the 
humans, Lame Otter and Long 
Whiskers had run into a badger 
sett, where they were attacked 
and left for dead. But, just 
when the foxes thought they’d 
got rid of the otters, an even 
worse fate was to befall them. 


Once again, most of the animals continued 
with their usual habits and movements, 
taking no notice of the new developments. 
Sage Hedgehog came across a fellow 
hedgehog munching some grubs. 


“Didn’t you hear the cry from the treetops?” 
Sage Hedgehog asked, amazed by the 
hedgehog’s calm. 

“Yes, that silly bird’s always calling some 
message out. What’s so different about this 
time?” the hedgehog asked. 

“Well, this time the humans have come to 
stay,” snapped Sage Hedgehog. 


Chapter 10: 
In search 
of a cure 


But the young hedgehog thought the humans 
were too far away to worry about. “Would you 
like some larvae?” he asked. 


“Food’s not important at a time like this,” 
Sage Hedgehog replied, sourly. “Aren’t you 
farsighted enough to make any plans for 
the future?” 


He walked off and met Kindly Badger along 
the way. “Human activity is always very 
worrying,” Kindly Badger agreed. “But what 
can we do? We’re powerless to alter the course 
of any human plans.” 


“You are a larger animal, perhaps you can 
make the others understand, for the sake of 
the youngsters,” pleaded Sage Hedgehog. 
The badger promised he would work : 
something out, and he went back to his sett 
to talk to his mate. 


“We need to call all the animals together and 
meet somewhere in the centre of the Wood.” 
said Kindly Badger. 

“Everyone knows where the Great Beech is,” 
the sow badger replied. “Why don’t we all 
meet there?” she suggested. 


“Yes, that’s a good idea, but the smaller 
animals won’t come unless they know they'll 
be safe. We'll have to give them some sort of 
promise, so it'll need all the foxes’ 
co-operation,” her mate replied. 


Kindly Badger asked Lean Vixen and Lean 
Fox to come to the meeting. They agreed and 
said they would tell Stout Fox about the 
gathering. It was to be held on the night of 
the new moon. 


But Stout Fox was more worried about his 
sick mate than attending a meeting. He ran 
in and out of the den, unable to rest. 


“Poor, poor vixen! Are you in great pain?” he 
asked, gently. 
“Pretty much,” she whispered. 


The night of the new moon came. Most of the 
animals were waiting beneath the Great 
Beech. “Everyone here must take the Oath of 
Common Safety,” said Kindly Badger. 


Stout Fox appeared out of the gloom. He was 
the largest animal present. “I swear,” he 
growled, “to respect the safety of all creatures 
assembled for this meeting.” Others followed 
him. It was a solemn moment. 


Stout Fox told everyone of his mate’s sickness 
and asked if anyone knew of a creature who 
had survived. But no-one had. 


“T must save her, as she will bear our cubs 
very soon,” the fox said, desperately. 


“Some of the otters cured themselves,” Sage 
Hedgehog said. “But you drove them away. 
They’re not here to help you now.” 


“T thought this meeting was supposed to be 
about protecting ourselves from human 
interference,” Sly Stoat interrupted, boldly. 


“Well, as long as I have plenty to eat, I’m 
certainly not concerned about the humans,” 
said Lean Vixen. 


This made Kindly Badger angry. “I wonder 
why you came along then,” he retorted. 


“She’s fully occupied with our cubs, you see,” 
Lean Fox tried to excuse her. “She can’t think 
of anything else.” 


The meeting had not got off to a good start 
and it seemed to carry on that way. They 
talked about how near the humans were, 
but couldn’t agree on what to do. One by one, 
the animals returned home. Kindly Badger 
and Sage Hedgehog were left alone under 
the tree. “They are beyond saving,” the 
hedgehog said, sadly. 


The following day, the badgers were tidying 
their sett after the fight with the otters. The 
male badger thought the otters were dead. He 
took the lifeless shapes of Lame Otter and his 
mate and carried them outside. 


Because Lame Otter had taken most of the 
blows, his wounds were ghastly, but it meant 
Long Whiskers had some chance of recovery. 


Severe though Long Whisker’s injuries were, 
she knew that, if she was to get better, she 
must sneak away before dusk. Otherwise, if 
the badgers found her still alive, she would 
be finished off in seconds. 


Long Whiskers sniffed at the body of the lame 
male. She looked at Lame Otter. “Are you lost 
to me?” she whispered. 


She saw a flicker of movement in her mate as 
he struggled to draw breath. “Yow’re still 


47 


living!” she said, softly. 


Lame Otter gasped, “Leave here. Go on. You 
... must get back. For the cubs ...” They were 
his last words. 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD — THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 


All About... 


Weasel’s Easel 


Beavers’ long front teeth, called 
incisors, are so sharp that 
American Indians used to use them 
as blades for their hunting knives. 
When a beaver is chipping into the 
bark of a tree to cut it down, it 
blocks off the back of its throat 
with its tongue and closes ite lips 
behind the incisors so that it 

doesn't choke on the sawdust. 


6GHi! I’m Mrs Beaver. Can you believe | 
belong to the same family as mice and 
voles? | suppose my face does look a bit 
like a giant version of Water vole’s, but 
in the water | look more like an otter. 
I'm the second largest rodent in the 
world (the largest is the South American 
Capybara). You'll see me in some European 
countries and in north Asia. Some of my 
North American cousins, called Canadian 
beavers, have been introduced to 
Finland, Poland and the CIS. There's | 
very little difference between us — 
we European beavers are lighter in 
colour and we have longer nose bones.99 


We beavers live in small family groups by rivers, 
lakes or ponds. We choose sites with plenty of 
deciduous trees nearby, so that we can eat the 

bark, twigs and leaves. We keep in touch mainly 

by scent. We have a number of glands that give 
off scent and we mark mounds of earth or tree 
trunks to claim our territory. If we see anything 
dangerous, we slap our tails on the surface of the 
water to warn the other members of the family - 
one of our most serious predators is the wolf. 
Our young are born covered with fur, with their 
eyes open. We mothers take them swimming 
within a few hours of their birth. 


1 hi 
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BEAVER SITES 

There used to be many beavers in 
Europe and Asia, but most were 
either trapped or their habitat drained 
by humans. This map shows where 
they are still found, mainly in Germany 
and Scandinavia. They have also 
been introduced to parts of France. 


Nioxin! 


4?’ 4 | am quite stout, with short legs, a 
{ 4 blunt face, small ears and eyes anda 
¥ | broad, flattened, scaly tail. The rest of 
XY my body is covered in thick fur, which 
is made up of two layers: the long, 
coarse outer hairs protect the inner 
layer of short, fine hairs from water. My 
coat colour ranges from yellowish 


brown to reddish brown. My back feet 5%, P TIMBER! 

are webbed, to help me power myself bi A single beaver can chop down a 
through the water, and | use my tail as 4 tree that has a 25cm-thick trunk in 
a rudder. When | dive underwater | under four hours. A family can fell 
store oxygen in my body, so! can stay up to 300 small trees in just one 
under for up to 15 minutes before winter. They use them both for food 
resurfacing for air. Like otters, | can and as building material. 


shut off the passages in my ears and 
nose once I’m in the water. 


All About... 


Building a home 


66Some beavers, especially homes, called lodges, stick 
those along the River Rhone right out of the water. This is 
in France, live in burrows in a picture of a lake where 


the riverbank. But others live _ beavers have set up home. 
in ponds and lakes where they Usually they feed and build 
make dams, channels and at night, but if they live in a 
bulky homes out of tree remote area they often come 
branches and stones. These out before it gets dark.99 


Here is a beaver felling a small tree. It has already dug a 
channel from the lake to the trees and, when the tree falls, et 
the beaver will float the trunk along the channel and add it Tapes 
to the family’s food store at the bottom of the lake. 


Some lodges are built 
at the edge of a lake or 
pond, but the ones that 

are built in the centre 
are safer for the 
beavers because land 
animals cannot get at 
them. The beavers 
tunnel into the bed of 
the lake and then pile 
twigs, sticks and leaves 
into it, cementing them 
together with mud. 
They build up a huge 
dome and then hollow 


The inside story out a chamber, which is 

This is a beaver’s-eye-view of a lodge. The sticks are less tightly above the level of the This beaver is carrying a stick in 
packed together directly above the living chamber, which is often water, where they can its mouth to repair a dent in the 
lined with wood shavings, so that the beavers get plenty of air. Several rest, sleep and give dam. It will poke the stick into 
tunnels, with their entrances underwater, lead into the chamber, so birth to their young. the top with its front paws. It is 
that the beavers can still get in, even when the surface of the lake is very important that the family 
iced over in winter. Nearby are several small trees that the beavers ' keeps the dam in good repair, 
have felled and dragged to the bottom of the lake for winter food. because it acts like a wall to 


keep the level of the water high 
enough to allow the beavers to 
swim in and out of their lodge 
in safety. They use huge tree 


a 
NG ra aang trunks, branches, sticks, 


stones and mud to build it. 


RECORD DAM 
Beaver dams can be anything from a few metres long 
to one in North America that measured over 600m. ; . 2 ss 
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Fine lettering can make Special effects 
7 ahering W) invitations and cards look special The style of lettering you choose depends on how 
- or you can do it just for fun. you’re going to use it - is it an invitation toa 
Halloween party or a thank-you letter to great 
aunt Edith? Here are some ideas. 


SPOOKY LETTERING 

If you write something very small and 
then keep photocopying it, enlarging 
it each time, it starts to look quite 
ancient and crumbly. 


/ HowTo Draw 


ae, 


COMPUTER LETTERING 
This is good for official-type messages, 
like a list of things you’ve got to 
remember to do. Most of the letters are 
made up from a basic ‘8’ shape. You 
need to make some changes, so that D 
and O don’t look the same, and to give Q 
a tail, for example. To make it look even 
more like a computer message, punch 
some holes down the side of the paper. 


KEEP (OWN TRAGK , When you’re starting, it helps if you imagine each 


Stylish lettering must be even. To achieve this, draw letter inside a rectangle. In our example, the letter is 
guidelines that look a bit like railway tracks, always 2.5cm wide and 3.5cm high. 

For capital letters, each of the seven ‘tracks’ should If you need to leave a space between words, leave a 
be the same distance apart as the thickest part of the blank rectangle. Letters, however, need just a very 
letter. So, in our example, the fattest part of the letter thin space between them. 
is 0.5cm. 


LOVE LETTERS 
If you want to send 
someone a Valentine’s 
card, but you don’t 
want them to know it’s 
from you, cut words 
out of a newspaper to 


make up your message 
and stick them down. 


Try experimenting with tracks of different widths, 
or even sloping towards or away from each other. 


ART DECO 

This elegant style of lettering was popular in the 
1920s and 1930s. It looks good where you want a 
short, clear message, such as an essay title, or an 
address. To write like this, just make a basic letter 
shape, then thicken one side with downstrokes. 


three-line track, as here. 
The body of the letters is 


written in the middle 

track, and the aia weal 
‘ascenders’ and 

‘descenders’ reach up or 

down to the outside 


tracks. A gap between deaeander 
words should be about 
the size of an ‘n’. 


CY) 
5 Small letters need only a 
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The ibex is an expert 
rock climber, easily 
scaling even the 
sheerest rock-face. 
During the day, it climbs 
up into the mountain 
tops, as high as 3500m. 
In the evening, it climbs 
down again to graze in 
the forests lower down 
the mountainside. 


not afraid of man 


Bloodsnow looks just like its name - 
a patch of blood-stained snow. At 
first glance you may think this is 
where an eagle has caught a hare. 
But it is actually a red algae called 
Chlamydomonas, which grows on 
the everlasting snow. 


Site 


It needs only three weeks 
sun, and a little water to 
survive for a whole year. 


The Alpine chough is about half 
the size of a pigeon and lives in 
colonies in the mountain tops. It is 


occasionally be spotted begging 
for food from mountain hikers. 


There he is on the mountainside. 
Luckily, he has escaped the 
avalanche, but he has been 
spotted by the Golden eagle. 


The Golden eagle is the biggest bird of prey 
in Europe. Its outstretched wings measure 
up to 2m across. This mighty bird is quite 
rare, because it needs such a large area to 
hunt in and to find enough to eat. There are 
about 840 pairs of eagles in the Alps. 


and can 


The Glacier flea is a specialist 
at survival. This 2.5mm long 
creature can be frozen in the 
ice for some weeks without 
suffering. It eats the pollen from 
conifer forests, which is carried 
mye up into the mountain tops by 
rt the wind. Huddled in their 
millions, they look like black * 
patches under the snow. 


The Glacier buttercup often 
grows higher up the mountain 
than any other flowering plant. 


of 


The Mountain hare’s brown 

fur turns white in winter, so it 

is well camouflaged against 

the snowy mountainside. Its ‘y) 
feet have lots of thick fur to P 
keep them warm. 


I don’t like snowy, icy weather. My paws get too 
cold and it’s hard to find food. Luckily, we don’t get 
much really cold weather in White Deer Park. I’m 
just glad I’m not an Alpine shrew ... brrr! 


a = fe o” o 
Frosty facts b3 fe. _ 


CRYSTAL CATASTROPHE 
Just one moving crystal of snow can ees avalanche. 
The snow builds into a giant snowball, weighing millions of 
tons and moving at speeds of up to 400km. 


A LONG WAIT 
Up in the snowy Alps lives the ¢ 
animal with the longest gestation 
(pregnancy) in the world. The 
Alpine salamander mum takes up 
to 38 months to give birth. 


a 
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WEIRD WEATHER 

The higher you go, the more likely © 
you are to see snow. In the winter of 
1958, security guards on the roof of 
the Empire State Building in New York 
were throwing snowballs at each < 
other. Down at street level, it was raining! 


>; BRAVE ST BERNARDS 
e@ ® St Bernard dogs are well known for 
s ~ . their ability to search for lost climbers 
oo in the Alps. J. M. Barry, who wrote 
‘ °Peter Pan, bought one of these dogs in 
° Switzerland and brought it back to 
.~ England. That’s why Nana (the dog in 
° Peter Pan) is a St Bernard. 


CRACK THE pene ¢ 


When water freezes, it turns to ice. Everyone knows that. But 
did you know that it also expands (gets bigger) as it freezes? 


RED SNOW 
In October 1758, blood-colouréd' sndw" id 
fell over the Alps. It was coloured by. aad 
dust from the Sahara Desert in Africa; od 

which had been carried by the { 
wind for more than 3000km. 


Q Put the tub in a freezer, or in the freezing 
" compartment of your fridge. Leave it there 
You will need: q Fill a plastic tub up to the brim with for four hours. When you take the tub out, 
an empty plastic margarine water and put on the lid. Put two pencils youll find that the top pencil has been 
or ice cream tub and lid, —_ underneath the tub and one across the lid. snapped in half by the strength of the ice as 
three pencils, roll of Stretch sticking plaster round the pencils __it btished the lid off the tub. 
sticking plaster. to hold the lid down tightly (you might 
need another pair of hands to help you). 
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ALPINE DOORWAY 


Decorate your bedroom door with a snowy scene, 
so you can gaze at the Alps as you lie in bed. 


You will need: 

lining paper, tape measure, craft knife, white paper, 
scissors, sticky tape, newspaper, blue powder paint, 
pencil, crayons, washing-up liquid, glue. 


Covering the door 


q Measure your door from top to bottom and side to 
side. Cut a piece of lining paper big enough to cover the 
door and overlap each edge by about 3cm. You might 
have to stick two pieces together to get it wide enough. 


Q Make a 3cm fold at 
the top edge of the 
paper. Lay this fold on 
top of the door and tape 


and tape it in place. 


3 Cut a slit for the 
doorknob. Carefully trim 
round the handle so that 
the paper fits round it 

= snugly. 


a Fold the paper round 
trim to fit. Cut the paper 


in place. 


Decorating your door 


§ Lightly draw some 
mountain shapes and 
clouds on your door. Put 
newspaper under the door 
to protect the carpet. Mix 
up some light blue paint and 
add a drop of washing-up 
liquid! to it. Paint a light blue 
sky and leave to dry. 


6 Make some snowflakes out 
of white paper (see Discovering 
Nature, issue 41). When the sky 
is dry, stick them on to it. 


i] Draw some Farthing Wood 
animals on white paper, Colour 
thern in, cut them out and stick 
them on the mountainside 


it in place. Trim the paper 
at the bottom of the door 


the sides of the door and 


round the hinges. Tape it 


NOOOING MOUNTAIN COAT 


Ask an adult to help you use a craft knife when you’re 
cutting out the fiddly bits of this footsure fellow. 


You will need: 

cereal box, scissors, craft knife, ruler, pencil, 
paints, paint brush, small box about 7 x 7cm, 
felt tips, white paper, cardboard, glue, Biro, 
wool, sticky tape, Plasticine. 


q Put the cereal box onits long Trim the top panel back 
side. Cut off the bottom panel by 2cm, and round off the 
and the panels from the open corners. 

end. Keep the bits you cut off. 


ee 
& 
3 Cut a rectangle, 1 x 6cm, a Cut a tail, ears, a 


horn and a beard from 
the left-over cardboard. 


§ Cut a piece of cardboard, 
4cm high and 2cm wider than 
the end of the cereal box. This is 
your front panel. 


R Cut a rectangle, 
6 x 18cm, from each side. from the back panel to 


make the legs. 


) Cut a piece of wool 
about 12cm long. Make a 
loop in the middle and 
thread a pencil through it. 
You should be able to 
slide the pencil up and 
down the loop. 


8 Use a Biro to make a 
? Cut two eyes out of white hole in the back of the 
6 Paint the goat's body, the cut-out paper and stick them on the goat's head, about 2cm 
pieces and a small box (this is his head. Draw a mouth and anose down from the top. 
head). Leave them to dry. on the goat’s head with felt tips. 

Glue on the rest of his features. 


qa Bend a 1cm tab 
back at each end of 
the front panel, Glue 
the tabs and stick the 
front panel between 
the goat's front legs to 
strengthen them. 


10 Tape the ends of the wool to the 
inside top centre of the body, so 
that the pencil hangs down. 


q2 Poke the pencil into the hole in the goat's head. Put a little ball of 
Plasticine on the other end of the pencil. The head should bob up and 
down when you touch it. You may need to add or take away some 
Plasticine, and slide the pencil through the loop to get it right 
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MVSTERV CARDS 


If you want to write a mysterious message You will need white card, 
in your Christmas card, here are two ways felt tips, black wax crayon, 
of doing so — take your pick! white wax crayon. 


Decorate your card the way 
you wish. Write your message 
in black felt tip. Then colour 
over the message in black 
wax crayon so that it doesn’t 
show through. 

Send special instructions 
with the card that say “Use a 
small coin to scratch off the 
black crayon and read the 
message underneath.” 


Szue a 3 
wes “zee 
weep Seose 
TSE98 woos yS 
VRES Mays 8 
Golo) \= wes. 
ga 8 AGRVSIS 
SERB PSB 8 
Se eee 
gussezacted 
Queso cke sh = 
EOEG8GL4 ge 
we =a nae 
EeEoeaas gE Ds 
FA gz¥Sezeg 
Za 56 wlOS 
Zabs esses ess 


The other way of sending a 
secret message is to write 
your message in white wax 
crayon on white card. Then, 
on your special instructions 
say, “If you want to read this 
card, paint over it with 
watercolours.” 
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